
Dear Families, 
 

The Birmingham Public Schools English Language Arts curriculum has been fully reviewed over the past several 
years. The parameters for curriculum decisions were set by our Subject Area leadership Team (SALT) members, 
which is comprised of teachers and administrators representing grades K-12.  

 

Overall, our Leadership Team sought to add student choice and positive learning experiences for all students. They 
relied on research to determine how to include student choice while maintaining a curriculum that provided 
important skill development in challenging yet supportive learning environments. Through years of dialogue with 
university professors, reading published articles of best practice, identifying teaching approaches that engage 
students in their own learning, attending conferences, and networking with peers and colleagues both in and out 
of Birmingham Schools, decisions were made that we believe will enhance student learning.  
 
Over time, nearly 50 teachers and administrators were involved in designing our curriculum. This work included 
identifying the progression of learning standards and resources that will support those standards. Our courses 
have been structured to create a better continuation of skills, with the goal of eliminating repetition of learning 
standards. With this curriculum, all students will develop literacy with stronger application skills in multiple 
situations.  
 
The list of novels used in secondary classes has been defined to assist our students in developing a love of reading 
through engagement and enjoyment in the topics. While some classic titles remain in the curriculum, we have also 
added some contemporary works that address the society that our students currently experience, or will 
experience when they leave Birmingham Public Schools. Overwhelmingly, student choice in reading selections and 
strong instructional practices continue to be highlighted as key components in developing student literacy.  
 
The selection of contemporary pieces of literature was made with great care. While some of the books will 
challenge student thinking about race, sexuality, social justice, and dystopian societies, these titles are likely no 
less controversial than titles that first appeared on high school reading lists in the 1950s and remain there today. 
The selections are award-winning books that we believe will become classics in their own rights, some of which 
may already be considered neo-classic texts.  
 
We encourage parents to read the selections with their child and have open and honest conversations about the 
topics. As always, you are encouraged to speak with your child’s teacher about any of the titles listed. All of the 
topics will be handled with care. Please keep in mind that all resources used in our courses have been selected to 
align with the thematic units of study that are outlined in the attached document. Support at home is critical to 
student success. As educators, we strive to do what is best for all students and are open to any conversations that 
you wish to have. 
 

Students may be exempted from any of the course literature – and assigned an alternative text - if 
parents contact the teacher via email before _________________. 
 

I have read the syllabus and the information on English Arts Curriculum, 
 

 

 

Student Signature: __________________________________________ Date _______________ 

 

 
 

Parent/Guardian Signature____________________________________ Date _______________ 

 


